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At the beginning of the 18th century, Hungary ahd Southern Netherlands are
coveted by the French diplomacy. Those peripheravipces of The Habsburg Empire
oppose the centralization policy lead by Madrid &einna. In order to realize his dynastic
ambitions, Louis XIV uses this context to destakilithese territories during the War of the
Spanish Succession triggered by the death of gieHabsburg King of Spain, Charles II, the
first November 1700. Louis XIV mobilizes his armiydahis ambassadors in the continuity of
the foreign alliances « Alliance de revers » treatenbeen conducted during centuries.

The marquis des Alleurs and the president PierngllRale Marbeuf, agents of Louis
X1V, half spy, half ambassadors, are respectivelydsin Hungary nearby the rebel prince
Francois Rakoczi and in the Southern Netherlandsbyethe general governor of the
province and Elector of Bavaria, Maximilien-Emmahde Wittelsbach. Far from the din of
the battlefield of the Spanish Succession, anotferhardens. The battle for information’s
became the first preoccupation of European codrte confidentiality of the epistolary
correspondences is a crucial object of attentidre purpose of this study is to define the
framework of the French ambitions in Hungary arel $fouthern Netherlands at the beginning

of the 18th century.

The «alliance de revers » and military moves durthe War of the Spanish
Succession replace those two European countri¢iseaheart of dynastic, diplomatic and

military conflicts opposing the Bourbon’s and thalidburg’s for European hegemony.
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